Joy: The Trademark of a Christian

"Joy is the serious business of heaven". The word joy appears
about 150 times in the Bible. Add joyous and joyful and the
number swells to about 200. And the word rejoice appears
about the same number of times. Joy is a gift of God and it
stands as a mark of a Christian. Barclay says, "If the Christian
walks with Christ, he must of necessity walk with joy.” Jesus
brings joy to life. (Luke 2:10) J.B. Fowler Jr., in his book
illustrating the great words of the NT, tells a story about a
traveler who was looking for a worship place. On Saturday
morning, he left the hotel in search of a worship place in city of
St. Louis. The streets were quite deserted, but finally he saw a
policeman and asked him for directions to the nearest
Protestant Church.

The stranger thanked the policeman for the information
and was about to walk off when he turned and asked the
policeman: "Why have you recommended that particular
church? There must be several churches nearby that could have
been recommended?” The policeman smiled and replied, "l am
not a churchman myself but the people who come out of that
church are the happiest looking church people in this city. |
thought that would be the kind of church you would like to
attend.” The trademark of a church is joy, joy in Christ. Be
joyous. “Count your age by friends, not by years, Count your life
by smiles, not tears.” (John Lennon).

God Bless You.

Rev. K. M. Varughese
(Senior Pastor)
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