


From Pastor’s Desk...

Christ-like Love; a Fundamental for Christian Mission

The context for post-Easter mission of the disciples, gives an impressive
unity to this whole body of ‘upper-room’ teaching (15:1-16:33). Jesus Christ
would soon leave his disciples. He identified the secrets of effective mission.
Pruning by the Father is the first secret (v.2). He clears off some branches and
cleans up others. The second secret of effective mission is to remain in Jesus
((v.4,5). The third secret is to pray in Jesus’ name (v.7,16). The fourth is a
standing order “love one another as | have loved you” (v.9-10, 12-17). We realize
that only Christ can draw others to Him, but Christ is revealed when his people
love one another. Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his love
for his friends (25:13).

We ought to lay down our lives for brothers (1Jn. 3:16) but, there are
ways to practice sacrificial love. Jesus the son of God was ready to step down
from heaven to earth for the salvation of humanity. The Christological hymn of
Paul reminds us of the greater love he has (Phil.2:5-11). It was evident in his
empathetic listening; comforting others; meeting theirimmediate need in
physical, emotional and spiritual realm. Jesus shared the truth learned from his
Father to his disciples itself became an expression of love (15:15). He offered
them the supreme honor of becoming his friends. Disciples of Jesus becomes a
unique community when we share the truth of the gospel with others. We are
called to demonstrate God's love in words and deeds.

The whole world is in a critical season of Covid-19 pandemic. Here is the
significance of health care workers for their compassionate and dedicated care
for the sick and dying. We remember Florence Nightingale, the well-educated
daughter of a wealthy British parents defied social conventions and decided to
become a nurse. She revolutionized the treatment of wounded soldiers during
Crimean war and was hailed a hero known as Lady with the Lamp for her
untiring service of love, day and night.

Christians showed the compassionate love towards the sick throughout
Centuries. Rodney Stark in his Rise of Christianity argues that some of the
marked growth in the early church occurred in caring for the sick during three
plagues: the Antonine plague (2nd C), the Cyprian plague (3rd C), and the
Justinian plague (6thC). Let us carry on the divine assignment as everyone look
for a saving hand to lift them up for an abundant life. Christianity is not one
among many religions but the way of selfless and sacrificial love.

God bless you.

Rev. Dr. K. P. Mathew
(Senior Pastor, IPC Hebron, Los Angeles)

Greater Love
Sis Joicey Johnson

Life is the most valuable object we possess. When a man is willing to lay
that down for his friends or his country, it shows the utmost extent of love.
Probably all of us have seen truly great love in our lifetimes. We have seen
husbands and wives totally devoted to each other through the worst of times.
We have seen parents do any good thing they could to help their beloved
children. We have seen friends who would stand alongside each other through
hardship. We live in a dramatic society. Everything is a drama today. Most
people would define love as an emotion. The Bible describes love in terms of
sacrificial actions. Love is a word that has to do with what you do. There is
power with it. Love accomplishes something.

The greatest act of love is the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor 5:
21 says “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.” Love in the bible is powerful because it will
literally take hold of our heart and change who we are. We are not special
because of the dresses or cosmetics we put on. Our religion cannot make us
special unless we are genuinely and consistently connected to Jesus Christ. We
must be chosen and established by Jesus to be connected and fruitful. Submit
our whole life to Him and we will never remain the same. Let us focus on what
the Lord's love can do for you and me. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than
this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13). While it's rarely
necessary to die for the sake of another, genuine love usually involves some
level of sacrifice. As Christians, we are to show unconditional, selfless love to
others just as Jesus did for us.

Let us re-evaluate the motives behind our dreams, the way we spend
your time and money, the way we work, and the choices we make. Are they
self-centered or are they investing in making the dreams of others come true?
Our life is like a seed. We can hold on to it and refuse to give it away or we can
let go of our life and let it become a seed. Our lives have the potential to be
multiplied when we give it away. Trade in self-centered living for a bigger goal.
Give your life for others and in doing so we will find it being multiplied in others.
John 15: 14 says “If you love me, keep my commands.” Mathew 28:19-20
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you. And surely, | am with you always, to the
very end of the age.” Do we love Christ? If we love Jesus Christ, share the love
with everyone.
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